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ENSO: (August 9, 2018 Update) 

• ENSO Alert System Status: El Niño Watch 

 

• ENSO-neutral conditions are expected to give way to El Niño conditions, with the 

chance for El Niño increasing to about 60% during fall, and to about 70% during 

winter 2018-19. 

 

MJO and other subseasonal tropical variability: 

• MJO is weak with amplitude less than 1. 

 

• Most models have ensemble members that hint at the MJO re-emerging over the 

eastern Indian Ocean/Maritime Continent during the end of Week-1 or Week-2, but 

there is enough spread that confidence is low. 

 

Extratropics: 

• A prominent wave train over the North Pacific is likely influenced by recent TC activity 

over the West Pacific.  

• MJO evolution does not support strong possibilities of TC formation. 

Synopsis of Climate Modes 

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_disc_jun2018/enso-alert-readme.shtml




IR Satellite & 200-hpa Velocity Potential Anomalies 

Green: Enhanced Divergence    Brown: Enhanced Convergence  

Strong convection over the 

Pacific and Maritime Continent. 

Wave-2 pattern sets in; strong 

convection over WPAC due 

mainly to TC activity. 

Wave-2 patterns begins to 

emerge. 



MJO Observation/Forecast 

GEFS ECMWF JMA 

Models suggest possibility of MJO development but there is considerable spread 

and low confidence in this forecast. 



Average Conditions when the MJO is present 

CAVEAT: These panels are 

representative of robust MJO 

events. 
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Kelvin wave activity during early August helped spawn TC activity; weak MJO and 

strong ER wave activity forecast for the central Pacific.  











Connections to U.S. Impacts 





Week 2 – Temperature and Precipitation 




